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COMPETITION

1)	Players will be graded in the following age groups: -

Fun-net Learners, Disabled, Masters, Seniors, Cadets, Males, Mixed, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 yrs. 13 & 14 years may be combined and graded to play Intermediate divisions 15 to 17 years may be combined and graded to play Cadet division.

2)	Competition will be conducted in the following age groups: -

Masters, Seniors, Cadets, Males, Mixed, Intermediate, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 years. 
The player’s age at the 31st December in the current year will determine the player’s age group.

Masters’ players shall:
	i)	be 30 years or over
ii) 	where necessary, teams will be divided according to experience and/or ages
iii)	any borrowed player must be 30 years or over and play in the WA or WD position for the game.

Junior players:
i)  	are players who are eleven (11) years and under eighteen (18) years on 31st December in year of registration.	

Netta Players:
i)   	are players who are under eleven (11) years on 31st December in    year of registration and participating in a normal netball game.

	Fun Net Players:
	i)  	are players who are five (5) years or older and not participating  
                in normal netball games.
			
3)	A player must play three (3) competition matches with the same team in that season before player is eligible to play in either a semi-final, final or grand final. 

To be eligible for an Association trophy, a player must have played at least three (3) competition matches with the team. 


4)	A pregnant member must obtain and sign for a copy of the Association Pregnancy Policy.

5)	Duration of play:
			
Fun-Net Learners ,7, 8 and 9 years -	 10 min - break of 3 mins.
					          		 10 min - break of 3 mins.
					          		 10 min - break of 3 mins.
					         	         10 min - full time (49 mins).

10 year to Seniors  		 		15 min - break of 3 mins.
					   			15 min - break of 5 mins.
						  		15 min - break of 3 mins.
						  		15 min - full time (71 mins).
	
6)	Wet weather - any game not played due to wet weather will be played the next play day in the following manner: -

Play two (2) quarters of the wet weather game followed by two (2) quarters of the game allocated for that competition.  Seniors will play their wet weather game at the time of their next allocated game.  

Any game which has progressed to the end of the second quarter will be determined to be completed.  Scores at this stage will stand.
 
Consecutive Wet Weather Saturdays:  If two (2) consecutive Saturdays are washed out, the games will be allocated to the dates set down by the Association.  If one of these dates has passed, games will revert to the wet weather format the following week. The games set down for that week will be played on the allocated date remaining.  If the allocated dates have been passed, the wet weather format
shall stand. 

The decision whether or not to play in adverse conditions, in the case of individual players rests with those individuals or his or her parents 

- that is if a player or parent is concerned, that player can be   
removed from court or substituted.  In the case of a team, the               decision is that of the coach or team official/s, who can elect 
   that the team not play.



If semi-final, final or grand final games are postponed on the Saturday because of wet weather, the games will be played on another day approved by the Executives and Club/Independent Teams at the  beginning of the season.

Competition dates will be determined by the Executive Committee each year and all grades will play completed rounds.

Playing times for competitions, semi-finals, finals, and grand finals will be determined by the Executive Committee and no requests, outside of usual playing times will be granted unless it is a deferred game as per x).

7)	Method of playing semi-finals, finals, and grand finals: -

In the event of two (2) or more teams being equal on points for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th, placing will be taken on goal averages.  There will be no play-offs.										
	Goal Averages will be determined as follows:

Total number of goals scored by the team, divided by total number of goals scored against the team, multiplied by 100 and divided by the actual number of matches 
played by the team.

				ie.   Goals scored by team        	100				       			      		       Goals scored against 	 X   matches played

The number of matches actually played includes a match which a team has forfeited, but does not include a match where the team has received a forfeit
			
Semi-finals will be played as follows:
				1 plays 2    (Major semi-final)
				3 plays 4    (Minor semi-final)
	Final Loser of major semi-final plays winner of minor semi-final.

If the scores are level at full-time in the semi-final and/or final, there will be a toss for centre pass and five (5) minutes play each way.  If scores are still level - there will be a toss for centre and winner will be the first team with a two (2) point lead.


Grand Final Winner of final, plays winner of major semi-final.  If the scores are level at full-time in the grand final, there will be a toss for centre pass and five (5) minutes play each way. If the scores are still level – there will be a toss for centre and winner will be the first team with a two (2) point lead.

8)	Substitution on court is allowed in the event of injury, illness or during an interval, or by the opposing team, in the event of failure to give notification of substitutions 
and team changes to the opposing Team Official.

There is no limit to the number of substitutions which can be made by a team provided that players used do not exceed the twelve (12) named for the match.
Players who have been substituted may return to the game at a later stage. 
	
	It is the responsibility of a Team Official to notify the Scorers and the	opposing Team Official if substitutions and/or team changes are made.
					
9)	A deferred Game can only be applied for in the event of a team member being chosen for State or National representation in Netball.

i)	A Forfeit may be claimed if the opposition cannot field a minimum of five (5) players within five (5) minutes of court and umpires becoming available, the exception being if the late player is still umpiring another match.  Teams claiming forfeits should complete and sign the score sheets as usual.  Any
team forfeiting three (3) consecutive matches will automatically be disqualified. These teams that are disqualified are still required to supply a competition umpire for the remainder of the season.
			
ii)	A Forfeit is counted as a competition game.  A team winning via a forfeit will have all registered players counted as a played game.  This score sheet must be signed by two (2) fixture 
umpires 

If a team is notified of a forfeit by the Association, then the said team 
does not have to supply a signed score sheet and they are given the winning points, and all players are listed as played.  However, the team gaining the forfeit and the team forfeiting MUST still provide an umpire for the forfeited game or the offending team will be fined as per the rules of the Association. 

iii)	If a reserve player replaces an injured player, the reserve is deemed to have played a competition game provided that the player has taken the court for a full quarter.  The player's name must have been listed as a reserve on the score sheet at the outset of the match and must be initialled by the match
when the player takes the court.

The injured player is deemed to have played a competition game provided the player has played one full quarter before replacement.

BORROWED PLAYER:	

A Borrowed Player can only:
a) You must have five (5) of your registered team players to borrow  
    another player
b) Play one competition game on any one round as a borrowed player:
       		*	For multi team clubs within their own club
       	*	For Independent teams (single team clubs), between any 
		independent or club team 
c) Play two (2) games as a borrowed player with any one team during the season. 
Note: Wet weather catch up games, a borrowed player is classified as one (1) competition game.
d) Play in a higher grade in seniors.
e) Play with a higher division within their own age group in juniors.
f) Play in a higher age division than that of their normal team in 
juniors (e.g. if a player is 10 but plays in a 11/1 team, they can only be a borrowed player where a 11/1 team can be borrowed).

A borrowed player cannot take the court:
    * During semifinals, finals, and grand finals as per the by-laws.
    * Once seven (7) team members have commenced playing.

Teams are permitted only one borrowed player in any one competition game.

Teams are to ensure the borrowed player has signed the register in the clubhouse prior to the commencement of the game.  Any junior/intermediate player completing the form must be accompanied by a parent/coach/manager/guardian who will also sign the form.   The borrowed player is to complete the score sheet by printing name, team, age/division, or grade and sign the score sheet.

When the 7th original team member arrives after the game commences, and the borrowed player has taken the court, they may be permitted to take the court at the next quarter break. The score sheet must be annotated to indicate late arrival prior to taking the court. The borrowed player shall continue to be part of the team for the remainder of the game.
If there is an injured player in the game, the late player still cannot take the court until the next quarter break.
If the 7th team member arrives before the game commences the borrowed player must return to the clubhouse and cancel the borrowed player form immediately.

Teams failing to comply with the Borrowed Player Rules will incur a team fine and loss of two (2) competition points and forfeit the game.

Notes: 1. Only 8 and 9 years can borrow from their own age group as they are non-competition.         

Current representative players shall be allowed to play as a team, in a higher grade, on an invitation basis, gaining no points in the competition without incurring the above fine.

DAY REGISTRATION:

A Day Registration player is permitted to play in Lakeside Netball Association Inc Competition but MUST adhere to Lakeside Netball Association’s requirements including:
a)	Players play at their own risk as there is no insurance cover, if you are not registered with NNSW.
b)	A Day Registration player MUST complete Lakeside Netball Association Day Registration Form and pay a registration fee of the amount set down by Lakeside Netball Association Executives, up to half an hour prior to the commencement of that competition game.
c)	The team that the Day Registered player is playing for, MUST have five (5) of their original registered players, playing in the competition game.  You can do one (1) Day Registration, regardless of numbers in your team.  Please note the Borrowed Player Rules applies here.
d)	Play for only one (1) game as a Day Registration player on that competition day.
e)	NO Day Registration player will be accepted once the competition game has commenced.
f)	Teams are to ensure the Day Registration player has completed the score sheet correctly.
g)	Wet weather catch up games – a Day Registered player is classified as one (1) competition game.
h)	A Day Registration player CAN NOT take the court during semi-finals, finals and grand finals as per the By-Laws.
i)	Any team failing to comply with the Day Registration Rules will incur a team fine and loss of two (2) competition points and forfeit the game.
j)	A Day Registered player can only play for two (2) games with anyone (1) team.  On the third (3) registration, the player is to then register with Netball NSW, and they will be eligible to play in the final’s series.  Please note the two (2) previously paid amounts do not come off this fee.
k)	If the competition game is cancelled due to rain or forfeit.  A refund will be given to the Day Registration player, as long as this player has not taken the court. 
l)	If a team, Day Registers a player, and they still have less than seven (7) players they can have one (1) Borrowed Player.

DISABLED TEAMS: The objectives and goals for Disabled teams are: -
	
Objectives:

i)    To provide equal opportunity for all disabled people to participate in 
      organised sport (netball) regardless of ability, size, shape, sex, age,    
      disability
			
ii)   To assimilate all disabled teams into the Association.

iii)  To promote the sport of netball.

iv)  To provide a fair competition for the disabled which will encourage:
· sportsmanship treating the disabled with dignity
· participation in a safe and healthy environment
· an equal opportunity to strive for success
· enjoyment and fun in the game of netball
					
Goals: To allow the disabled to become independent –
· to be able to take control of scoring
· to encourage young disabled people to umpire and enjoy umpiring
· to the standard of the Association and only at the Association

· to provide ongoing training in the sport of netball
· to develop a sense of achievement leading to positive self-concepts, and 
· to increase confidence in all aspects relevant to the sport of netball

REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS:	

An Appointment Panel consisting of an appointed Executive member as convenor and a minimum of two (2) other persons, with appropriate expertise (appointed by the Executive Committee) shall consider applications as appropriate for all Lakeside Netball Association Representative Team positions.

The Appointment Panel may also invite each duly appointed Coach to participate as a non-voting member of the Appointment Panel for the appointment of other Team Officials for the relevant team.

Nominations in writing, giving all credentials and experience for Team Officials for State and State Age teams and all selected teams representing the Association shall be called for each year from interested persons.  Nominees will be interviewed by Interview Panel for possible selection and appointment to teams. 

No parent shall be a Team Official for their own child’s State Age or State Representative team unless no other person is available and they will follow due process of Interview Panel procedures for appointment. 

No Team Official shall be appointed to fulfil dual roles unless no other suitable person is available and they will follow due process of Interview Panel Procedures for appointment. 

SELECTORS:

Nominations in writing giving all credentials and experience as selectors shall close on 31st May annually.  All nominees standing for the Selection Committee must have had at least four (4) years’ experience as a coach, player or grader and be a registered member of Lakeside Netball Association Inc.  Nominees will be selected on merit, qualification and experience by Executive committee who will aim to have each club/independent team represented if nomination is suitable.  All Selection Committee nominees are to declare a conflict of interest.


The Selection Committee shall be no less than three (3) members and no more than seven (7) members.  Any team official is still eligible to hold a position as selector.  Coaches will stand down for final selections of the age group they are coaching.  One member of this committee will be an appointed Executive member who shall act as the convenor of the committee and report to Lakeside Executive and Council meetings.  This member shall only have voting rights if nominated as a selector under the above criteria.

Input from coach and manager of the team will be taken into consideration by Selection Committee for selections.
		
If a selector misses three (3) consecutive commitments in a term, that selector is automatically replaced on the panel.

It is preferred that Coaches and Managers are to be selected prior to the selection of squads. 

If any selector of an age group has a daughter in that particular age group, the selector/s shall not participate in the selection process of that team.                                                                  

Selection Committee shall select initial squads in September of each year.

Selection Committee shall select final nine (9) or ten (10) representative players in each team in February/March each year with advice from Coaching staff of such teams.

First preference will be given to players in their respective age groups, except in extenuating circumstances whereby the Executive Committee shall direct otherwise.

SELECTIONS DETAILS

All selected representative players and Team Officials must be current financial members of Lakeside Netball Association Inc. 
				
First phase selections for State Titles Championships to be held on a date set by the Executives but usually immediately at the end of the netball season.  All other phase selections to be at a date also set down by the Executives in consultation with coaching staff.  



If a player who wishes to be considered for selection, is unable to attend on the selection/final selection day, a letter accompanied by a doctor's certificate or affidavit, must be Received a week prior to selections except under extenuating circumstances to be determined by the Executive Committee for the relevant age group.  All absences must be of a serious nature or an extremely important commitment.  Consideration by selection committee could be given to the player if committee feels that on past playing performances the player could have been selected into the squad/team.

The Association will select Senior State and Junior State Representative teams to compete in all age divisions as determined by Netball NSW, and development squad/s for the age prior to the youngest competing age division as determined by Netball NSW.

After a player nominates for a Representative team, she be given a number to be displayed on arm and leg during each selections phase.

PLAYERS

All State and State Title Championship players must either hold or pass a current Umpires’ Theory Examination in the year of representation in accordance with Netball NSW rules.

Players selected in Association representative teams shall:-

i)	Sign appropriate forms as drawn up by the Association setting out conditions of selection.

ii)	If under eighteen (18) years of age, obtain the written consent of 
        
        parent or guardian.

iii)	Carry out all training set by the coach and attend all coaching sessions and carnival arranged by the coach/RTC.  Only State or National representation takes preference over representative commitments and written proof must be provided.

iv)	Have an Association playing dress (including boy legs if A-line dress) dress shirt, tracksuit, sports shoes, Lakeside socks and training shirt and shorts.  Correct uniform MUST be worm at all times.


Selected players shall be subjected to replacement for:-

i)	Failure to comply with instructions given by the manager.

ii)	Failure to comply with instructions of the coach and /or assistant coach in respect to training and fitness.

iii)	Any other reason which the Association may decide is in the best interest of the players or the team.

Senior State Championship Players

State players will be chosen at least six (6) weeks prior to Championships.
All players are eligible to trial in the first phase of selections.  Only OUT OF AREA PLAYES who move into the Lakeside Association area are eligible to trial at final phase of selections.  The Executive committee shall determine if any other players may be invited to trial at final selections.

Junior State Championship Players

All players are eligible to trial in the first phase of selection.  Only out of area players who move into the Lakeside club areas are eligible to trial at final phase of selections.  The Executive Committee shall determine if any other players may be invited to trial at final selections. 

In the year of representation players representing in 12 to 17 years age group must be registered with a Lakeside club or independent team immediately after their final selection.  Players must play in at least three (3) games prior to State/State Age to be eligible to attend State/State Age in that year.  In addition, 12 to 14 years age group must have played at least half of the games over the season, or they will not be eligible for selection in the following years.
U/17 and Open State Championship teams will be chosen at least six (6) weeks prior to the Championship.  

Fees
Representative players will be responsible for nominated representative fees, which will be decided annually and payable four (4) weeks before the Championships.




REPLACEMENT PLAYERS

If there is an injury, illness or a player is withdrawn from a Rep Team side to any of the reasons listed above or in the Players’ contract or Rep Policies, a player is to be brought into the Rep Team from the Train on Team if one exists for that age group.  If none of the players in the Train on Team who were selected for the vacant position wish to become a member of the Team, a recall for that position will be made.

If no Train on Team, selectors will nominate a shadow player for defence, centre court and shooting circle positions if deemed of standard to be able to be brought into the team at any stage.  If selectors do not nominate a shadow player in one of these three positions and a position become vacant on a team due to any reasons, i.e., illness, injury, behaviour, or withdrawal in the position nominated, a recall for that vacant position will take place.

Any recall for players will be advertised on Lakesides Facebook and notified to all clubs via email.		

UMPIRES

a) Any “Minor” umpiring for lakeside Netball Association Inc. at the State Titles must be accompanied by either the Lakeside’s Umpire Convenor or a lakeside Umpire Committee Member If Lakeside’s Umpire Convenor or Lakeside’s Umpire Committee member is not available unfortunately Lakeside will not take “minors” to umpire at State Titles.

b) If an Umpire pulls out of umpiring at State Titles and Lakeside Netball Association receives a fine from Netball NSW it will be the responsibility for that Umpire to pay this fine. The Umpire will not be allowed to umpire at Lakeside or for Lakeside at any carnival until this fine is paid.
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